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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Chesterfield, pursuant to a vote of the town 
at the last Annual Meeting, submit the following Report for the 
year ending March 1, 1866 — 

Balance in Treasury March 14, 1865, 412 56 
_ RECEIPTS ON ACCOUNT OF 
Town Tax, 1857, 


1 52 

“1862, 193 

= «© 1863, 6 72 
“y “« 1864, . 185,28 195 45 
Interest on Tax and Note, 471 
Resident Highway Taxes, 67 
Bridge Plank, R _ 150 
Use of Hearse, 1 00 
Use of Town Hall, 4 25 
Balance of Town Agents Account, 2 66 
Labor and Produce of Poor Farm, 2 07 
Sale of Personal Property,“  “ 918 41 
Sale of Real Estate, sss de 2328 00 
County Pauper Claims, 537 14 
State Aid Claims, 855 47 
s¢ ¢* overpaid in January, 1864, 12 00 
Mary E. Streeter’s Note, 270 00 
State Notes, 4784 00 
Loans tor the temporary use of the Town, 1866 00 
Assessments for the year 1865, 10,102 90 
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2 
PAYMENTS. 


ON ACCOUNT OF TOWN DEBTS: 


Town Notes Paid, O44 52 
‘Town Bonds, 220 00 
Coupons on . ‘* ‘¢ 237 60 
Services of Agent at Poor Farm in 1864, 92 15 
Support of Lincoln Girl in 186-, 13 00 
Expense of enrolled Men in procuring subs. 

in. 1864, 17-00 


Sundry Bills for Bridge Plank, d&e., in,1864, 6 33 
School House Tax in Dis. No. 1, in 1864, = 19 00 
Ki. Randall for two barrels Flour in 1862, 16 98 


ROW N IEA PIGS: 


For Joel Fletcher, 311 69 
Amandrin Hubbard, 131 25 
Charles Smith, 130 00 
Humphrey G. Albee, SL U4 
Luther Beals’ Family, 20 00 
Lydia Ann Lincolt, ; : 53 07 
Ame Draper, 40 00 
Mrs. Rhoda Britton, 47 67 
Mrs. Mary Grimes, 63 72 
Mrs. Carey, SL 50 
Transient Persons, BO LS 


COUNTY CALRRERS.. 


For Theophilus Harris, (oe 
Nathan Hildreth, 102 15 
Chloe Hildreth, 181 99 
Sally Eastman, 90 51 
Betsey Nash, 102 20 
Thankful Allen, -- 75 88 
Abram Moore, : 85 55 


Transient Persons, a 70.00 


10,036 38 
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LOADS AND BRIDGES. 


Surveying New Road, TR TY 
Guide Boards, ' 46 Ol 
wo Tron Scrapers.” 18 00 
Irons tor Bridges, 10 88 
Bridge Plank and Timber, — 145 63 
| Labor, } 86 27 306 79 
, TOWN HOUSE. 
Ringing Bell and care of House, 15 00 
Wood, . 4 75 
Repairs. 80 2) 55 
TOWN OFFICERS. ® 
| Services of Sclectimen, 15a io 
; * Town Treasurer, 20 0V 
* Town Clerk, 18 00 
* Collector of Taxes, 40 00 ‘ 
. «© S. School Conumittee, 40 00 
+ ** Moderator. 2 00 279 75 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


No. 1. 122 00 
ER 86 3 | 
3. , G4 25 
4, G7 42 
 !, 121 97 
fb, 60 31 
ns, 71 36 
E 3, 40.36 
9 70 +0 
if) 102-25 
aan | 52 40 
A? 58 28 sd 
eis ; 179. 89 
4. . 52 33 
P15, 3.78 1224 00 
P ' 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
Padlock for Pound, 25 
Stationery, Postage and Revenue Stamps, 13 98 
Services of Agent with Hearse, 14 00 
Expense of Sale of Poor Farm Property, 66 Ol 
Expense on Pauper Business and for Team Work, 59 80 
Counsel on Discontinuance of Road, as per vote of Town, 25 00 
State Aid for Soldiers’ Families, 351 OF 
Expense in suit, Town vs. Brokers, 15 00 
Damage done by Dogs, 89 00 
Bounty and R.R. fare to L. W. Safford, 502 45 
Loans for the temporary use of the town, 1903 22 
State Tax, | 3232 50 
County Tax, 873 18 
Non-Resident Highway Receipts, 26 21 
Errors and Abatements of Taxes, 63 92 
Discount on Taxes paid prior to Oct. J, 478 38 
Due on Tax Bill, 1865, | 661 17 
Town Reports, 25 00 
Balance in Treasury, 383 43 
$22,298 79 
LIABILITIES. 
Town Notes payable, 22,968 00 
Town Bonds, 8,824 35 
Literary Fund Money, 400 00 
$27,192 35 
ASSETS. 
Tax Bills, 71253 
Céunty Pauper Claim, 401 09 
State Aid Claim, 173 77 
Mary E. Streeter’s Note, 993 77 
P. 8. Yeager’s Note, 71 74 
U. 8. Bounties, 3600 00 
Deficiency, amount being the excess of - 
liabilities over assets, 21,239 44— 27,192 35 
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ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1866. 


state ‘Tax, 3232 50 
Younty ‘Lax, 873 18 
Schools, 1200 00 
Lown Charges, 1200 00 
nterest on Debt, 1631 54 

220 00 


Town Bond, 
$8357 22 


Respectfully submitted, 


DAVID W. BECKLEY, ) Selectmen 
HENRY O. COOLIDGE, of 
LEVI L. COLBURN, Chesterfield. 
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RerdOrt or THE Town Acentr or CHEesrErrieup. 


for the sale of Liquors for the year 1865. 


——_—_—— 


Received for Liquors sold from Mar. 1, 1865, to \ ; 
Mar. 1, 1866, | S53 U8 
Amount of Liquors on hand, Mar. 1, 1866, 201 42 


KLO55 16 


3 Liquors on hand Mar. 1, 1865, — : 156 49 
- Paid for Liquors bought trom M: ar. 1, 1865, 
to Mar. 1, 1866, 801 82 
Paid for Gover nment License, 25 00 | 
Paid for Agent's Salary, — | 25 00O—1007 a 
Nett profit to the Town, Shy 34) 


R. G. TYBER, Agent. 
March 1, 1866. 


Subscribed and sworn to, before me, 
Hl. O. COOLIDGE, Justice of the Lew 
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS 
: IN CHESTERFIELD, 1865-6. 


(FENTLEMEN !— 


«As Superintending Committee of your 
Schools the past year, I proceed to make some particular Re- 
port of each District. The statistical Report will be found in 
the ‘Town Clerk’s Office. 


Jnstrict No. 1s The Summer and Winter terms were both 
faueht by Miss Mary E. Campserr. Punctuality and order in 
this school were first rate. There was a lively interest manifest- 
ed in the branches of study pursued. Recitations were accu- 
rate, and chiefly independent of book questions. This mode 
of recitation is worthy of being adopted by all our teachers. 
This District have erected a new school house, greatly to their 
eoivenience, comfort, and respectability. | : 


Vo. 2. The Smnmer term of this school was taught by Miss 
Ss. Ll. Stopparp. This school was small and pleasant. The 
punctuality and habits of study were nearly complete. Tue- 
closing examination showed good pleasure and progress. Not 
a turdy mark for the term: 


*. Winter term, Teacher, Mrs. S. M. Sargeant. Punctuality 
complete—not a tardy mark. Habits of study and moral de- 
portment highly commendable. The relation between teacher 
and pupils was pleasant, and the improvement in studies deci- 
dledly good. 


» Vo. 3. Summerterm, Teacher, Miss Ervirna E. Farr. . The 
texcher of this school took a lively mterest in the welfare of her 
pupils, and helped them along with good success. . She taught 
the small scholars useful fessons aside from their books. Late 
fo school was an evil here. Moral deportment and habits of 
‘study chiefly good. Another evil in this District was found in’ 
some parents neglecting to supply their children with books. : 
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Winter term, Teacher, Miss Poese A. Provry. Late at 
school was an evil this term also. Deportment and habits of 
study chiefly good. The teacher of this school appeared to be 
conscientiously faithful to her trust, and was disposed to do her 
best, but needed more animation, and a ae off spirit, to 
make her a first class teacher. 


No. 4.. Summer term, »Teacher, Miss Esa F. Rosertson, | 
This teacher took a lively interest in her school, and progress. 
in study was highly commendable. Deportment and habits of 
study are marked as ordinary, and punctuality in need of some’ 
improvement. 


Winter term, Teacher, Miss Anna R. Spacipinc. Punctu- 
ality this term also not perfect. Moral deportment and habits. 
of study commendable, with some exceptions. The teacher of 
this school, having an aptness to teach, kept her pupils em-. 
‘ployed and interested in their studies. This tact was a@ prime 
means of maintaining order and preventing mischief. The ex- 
amination was a proof of good thorough teaching, 


No. 5. Summer term, Teacher, Miss Erra C. WETHERELL. 
In this school, moral deportment ordinary. Habits of study | 
chiefly commendable. Tardy marks more than necessary. | 

This teacher labored hard to teach a hard school. She was 
evidently more interested for her pupils, than some of them 
were interested for themselves. A few scholars in this school 
might have done better. They forgot the “chief end” of going 
to school, viz., to mind their books and their teacher. How- 
ever, the examination showed decided marks of anxiety and 
pains-taking on the part of the teacher. 


The Winter term of this school was taught by Mr. Atmon F. © 
Cate. Tardy marks greatly abounded. Moral Resereecrite of he 
a part of this school was good, buta minor part of it evil; habits f * 
of study, ditto. The term began with favorable aspects, and 
seemed to “‘run well fora time.” But presently some of the — 
screws of the machinery worked loose, so that there were jars— 
in every day’s revolution. Measures were taken to tighten and © 
alter the gearing. Then the reverse was so sudden as to cause 
friction for awhile; but the balance was soon restored, and the > 
machine ran out the remainder of its’ course in tolerable order. 
In all this breaking and mending, nearly every one,—teacher, — 
scholars and parents, were Tea Ns to blame anybody but them- 
selves. 
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No. 6. The Summer and Winter terms of this school were 
poth taught by Miss F. S. Hart. The punctuality of this 
school was very good. Moral deportment and habits of study 
commendable. ‘The school was small in number; but, by the 
untiring energy and pains-taking of their teacher, they made 
pleasing progress in study. They learned many useful lessons, 
taught them aside from book lessons. .The teacher enjoyed the 
united favor of the parents and good will of pupils. 


No. 7. The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss 
Ruopa M. Suaw. Punctuality not perfect. Habits of study 
and moral deportment above ordinary. The relation between 


teacher and pupils appeared to be pleasant, and the progress of 


‘the school in study commendable. 


Winter term, Teacher, Miss Erren E. Prime. Late at.school 
was a common evil. Habits of study and moral deportment 
quite good, with one exception. The teacher of this school 
was energetic, faithful, and successful; though sorely tried by 
one pupil who had no relish for order and propriety in the 
‘school-room. The teacher enjoyed the sympathy of the Dis- 
trict, almost without exception. 


No. 8. The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss 
Mary E. Graves. In this school, only two tardy marks tor the 
term. Moral deportment and habits of study quite commenda- 
ble. Order and quietness ruled, and great promptness and ac- 
curacy in recitation was the pleasing result. This teacher taugitt 
the small scholars useful lessons without the book. . 


Winter term, Teacher, Miss Exot, C. Girson. Punctuality 
this term generally good. Deportment and habits of study very 
commendable. ‘The relation between the teacher and pupils 
was pleasant. The teacher labored with cheerful interest and 
pains-taking for this school, and with good’ success. 


_ No. 9. Summer term of this school was taught by Miss 
Samarra M. Grssoy. Punctuality was here a virtue—only one 
Yardy mark for the term. Moral deportment and habits of study 
ommendable. The teacher labored with apparent fidelity and 
‘Mterest, and the examination showed that the pupils had made 
Pleasing progress in their studies. . 

Winter term. The school was taught this termby Miss 
Estsrs F. Rozertson. The habits of study and moral deport- 
‘Ment were commendable, but late at school this term was 
fommonevil. Yet the teacher went to her work with an en- 
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ergy, skill and fidelity which aroused slumbering minds, anl 
led this school to an advanced standing in their studies. 


No 10. The Summer term of this school was taught by. 
Miss Erra Swan. ‘This school was very small, only seven, yet 
is not to be lett out of account. They enjoy ed the smiles and 
aid of a teacher who was quite useful to them. Moral deport- 


nent and habits of study good, with one exception. Punctual-_ 
ity good. i 


Winter term, Teacher, Miss Ecvira E. Farr. In this school 
more tardy marks in winter than in summer. Habits of study — 
and mora! deportment chiefly good. The examination of this. 

school evinced that the teacher had labored with in terest, fidet- 
ity and success. She taught some useful lessons to the sm: ME 
scholars, not found in the books. { 


No. 11. This school had only one term, and was tanght by 
Miss Canipnernta A. Brrrrox. By reason of sickness, this” 
school closed a little sooner than expected, and your Commitiee 
inade only one visit. Yet we have confidence that the teacher 


labored faithfully for ail that belonged to this little and least of 
the schools. 


No. 12. The Summer term of this school was taught by. 
Miss Lavra Jackson. Daring this term punctuality was a rare 
virtue. But one scholar claims it entire. Moral deportment 
and habits of study are marked as ofa medium character. The 
prosperity of this school was hindered nota little, by a conten- 
tion that arose between different parties of the school. Never- 
theless, the examination evinced a good degree of care anid fi- 
delity on the part of the teacher, in endeavoring to advance her 
pupils in their studies. 


Winter term. The teacher for this term was Miss Esrurr : 
M. Gurire. The punctuality was much better ae during thé 
summer term. Habits of study and moral deportment cont 
mendable. This teacher was systematic and thorough in her 

teaching; yet, at the examination there was less promptnes 
fea accuracy in recitation than had been expected. There was 


however, I think, in this tase, more knowlcdge than show, at thy 
close of the term. 


No. 113. The Primary Department of this school was t: aon 
by Miss Ansre M. Sway. ie little folks of this department, 
the Register says, were too often late at school this t teri. Stall, 
a pleasant relation existed between the teacher and tuis school 
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of children. She was useful in her oversight of this little com- 
pany. Sume of them read and spelled finely, and were very 


Senior Department. This was taught by Miss Anna R. Spaut- 
pixc. Tardiness was an existing evil in this department ‘also. 
Moral deportment and habit of study, in a part, of the school 
was above par; andina part only at par. This school was 
well taught, and the examination showed commendable prog- 
ress in the various branches of study. If the teacher erred in 
yer discipline, it was in being too easy with her pupils. 


The Winter term of this school in each department has not 
yet closed. Your Committee can only say that he has visited 
tem more than once already, and their prospects appear hope- 
ful of good, yea, more, of excellence. : 


No. 14. The Summer and Winter term of this school was 
taught by the same teacher, Miss Ancretine N. Bennett. 
Punctuality was highly commendable. Habits of study and. 
moral deportment decidedly good. This school presented the 
aspect of a quiet application to the duties of the day, and hence 
eave decided evidence of improvement at the close. Useful - 
Jessons were taught aside from the book. 


No. 15. The Summer and Fall term of this school was 
taught by Miss Ewury J. .\ruertoy. Punctuality in this school 
was not a thing the most of all loved. Moral deportment in 2 
part of the school above par, and in a part, below par. Your 
Committee visited this school once each term, but by some mis- 
take, he was not informed when either term closed. Still, at 
the first visit, the aspect of the school was favorable. The in- 
terest and manner of the teacher in the school-room promised 
success in her enterprise. But one word of kind advice to this 
District is, to employ a teacher for their next winter school, who 
can discipline boys, if they need it. & 


SUMMARY OF TEACHERS. 


Twenty-four different teachers have been employed during 
the year. Light have taught two successive terms in town. 
Four have taught two successive terms in the same District ip 
town. But two male teachers for the year. Fourteen out of 
the teachers in summer, belonged to this town; and 12 out of 


15 in winter, ditto. 
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In conclusion, suffer a few words of friendly suggestion for 
the future. 


I have aimed to speak freely and impartially of the state of _ 


the schools in particular Districts. ‘Truth first, favor last. 


Judge ye. It is due to teachers, who have been put in charge — 


of our schools, to say in general, that they have performed thei 


work with fidelity and good judgment, in advancing our schocis - 
in intellectual and moral culture. Yet they have labored with - 


varied success. Some have possessed more skill thau others; 
and some have had less difficult schools to instruct. 


. 


— —______—. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


A change has been made of some of the books this year, by - 


the Committee chosen specially by the town for this purpose. 


This, I suppose, was in accordance with an act of 1863, to re-— 
tain the books in present use, for at least three years. The | 
change and uniformity is not entirely complete, but nearly a0. 
Entire uniformity, is wnpossible, until the book fever has had time - 
to cool a little, and schools become acquainted with what are — 
now recommended. ‘The idea that a new series of Text Books 


must be introduced into our schools every three or six years, is 
fallacious,—it is all a humbug. ‘To do this as often as we are 
urged tu do it by agents that flood the countr y, would keep our 
schools in constant uncer tainty and confusion, and parents in i 
state of just resentment. It is a damage to our schools to adopt 
so many grades of books as some authors recommend to us. 


Some authors are so beside themselves as to make five and siz | 


grades of Reading books, and then have an “ intermediate”: 


stuck 3 in Ee iewheres in the series! We have to count the or-— 


der, as “ first primary” and ‘ oe primary,” then an “ inter- 


inediate,” and so on! And we have had recommended to us, — 
by one author, at least sour grades of Geographies! But your 


Committée chosen to decide upon books, have very wisely 


dropped out two of the graded series, viz., the ‘‘ First Steps”. 
and ** Intermediate.” They have also dr opped the ** Tats 
diate Reader” And yet we have enough left. “ Intermedi- 
diate Geography!” As much reason tor an intermediate Spel-. 
ling book, or some intermediate word, between father and mother, ' 


that the child may learn to lisp this intermediate year or two be- 
fore it is permitted to say father and mother outright! It is not 
‘to be denied that there have been improv ements in school 
books these last twenty years. But when a real improvement 
is well in use, do let that improvement alone, till scholars get 
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gequainted with it, before offering another—not to their benefit 
_—but to their damage. 

It is moderate to say, that a large part of what is prated about 
inpro vennents in school books, is made by those whose pecuniary 
iaterest is largely promoted by it. And it is doubtless within 
pounds to say that nine-tenths of the improvements, “ falsely so 
called,” are a mere verbal alteration, modification, and transfus- 
ing of former authors: as a new garment is often made up for 
ehildren, by clipping, trimming, and new coloring old. pieces. 
And generally, when a new book comes forth, as the process of 
such a new notion, it is an unfortunate one; making ideas 
which were before clear and intelligible, now mired, dark and 
“mysterious. In Grammar, the laws of language, of versification, 
parts of speech, &c., will rerhain by their standard, however 
much fancy and cupidi,y may reverse, expunge, and new define 
them. And the science of numbers,—notation, addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication, division, integers, fractions, and the 
like,—are the same things to be learned by our scholars, although 
they may come to us recommended by a new author, under 2 
new book-cover every month. A new edition of Geography is 
ostener called for, because States, Territories, boundaries and 
population are destined to change. , But the multiplying of 
school books by new and marvelous authors, every year,—all 
erying the latest and best improvement,—is hardly outdone by 
the overflowing Patent Office at Washington! And as well 
may a man overboard at sea, outswim a shark pursuing him, as 
the Superintending Committee of a town rid himself of the teas- 
ing importunity of book agents. 


——_—_—— 


Prepexwar Commrrees, AND EmproyMent or TEACHERS. 


It is well for the Prudential Committee to have a free under- 
standing with the Superintending Committee in the employment 
of teachers. ‘This seems a dictate of nature and of reason, in- 
asmuch as the Superintending Committee is either to approve 
or veto the selection made. And it is well for the Prudential 
Committee to search fora teacher adapted to the particular 
school to be taught. One may be qualified for a teacher in this 
school, but not for that. As it has been said of a man and his 
wife, so it may be said of a teacher and a school to be taught, 
“ there should be a suitableness between them.” In general, it is 
not thought to be wise to employ a person to teach ina District 
where they have been brought up. And this for obvious rea- 
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sons. Again, it is not safe to employ our covsis to teach our 


schools; because we are apt to think more of the personal inter- — 


est of our cousins, than their real fitness tor the place. Put there 
are exceptions. Jitness before furor, should be the thought and 
rule in this matter. 


QUALIFICATION OF TEACHERS. 


1. Love for the employment. It is hard for a teacher and 
popes to bear with each other, where this quality is wanting. 


teacher to be in the best sense useful, should Jove the busi- — 


ness, as a sailor loves his ship more than a larn; and as a fur- 
mer loves his darn more than a ship. 

2. Animation is another essential quality in a good teacher.— 
A drawling teacher will have a drawling school. A teacher 
needs a clear and animating voice, and an eye open to meet the 
eye of every scholar addressed. Ifa teacher mumbles out his 
words in low and half spoken accents, his scholars will catch the 
habit, like contagion that goes trom breath to breath. 


3. A teacher should possess a leading power. With this 


power, a teacher will lay out suitable work tor the pupils, at 
the beginning, leading them on with inspiring interest, in every 
lesson recited, to something new and inviting ahead. The 
teacher that does this, has his school already well governed. 
Scholars thus ded, will seek their amusements in school hours. 
from, their books, and not from idle play and tricks. And a 
teachér Who would dead his pupils, must be able to ask many 
questions without a text book in hand. It is pitiable to see a 
teacher squinting all over a map, to see if his pupil has answer- 
ed a question in Geography right; also to be bound to the 
questions of the book only, closely as a horse is bound to a 
tread mill, is slavish. Such a teacher is behind Ais or her true 
mark, and indeed behind the school. 


VISITING SCHOOLS. 


The tendency of this practice is useful, both to parents and 
children. We advise parents to make it more general. In 
about half the districts parents have made some account of vis- 


iting their schools ; the other half have expressed very little in- 
terest that way. 
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SCHOOL HOUSES. 


As a matter of economy and comfort, better houses are need- 
el, in several districts, either by repairs or a new structure. 
fae need of some repuairs at least, is ready to cry out for shame. 
istrict, No, 1 has set up a shining mark and model of school- 
house building, within the year. ys 

A word to parents on the renovation and reform of the ow- 
side of school-houses. 

We send our children to school to learn morality as well as 
literature. But where in all the dwelling places of the land, do 
we find so many signs of unmorality, as on the walls and doors 
of some of our school houses! I allude to the practice of defac- 
ing the school-house with indecent writing, figures and the 
like ; which, on some of the houses in this town, ought to make 
modest demons blush! and here it is that all our children go to 
learn, according to statute law, ‘the rudiments of virtue and 

civilization ! the obscene practice alluded to is the mark of the 
lowest brand, and a work of the meanest blockheads that dis- 
grace humanity. A burning shame and cause of moral cor- 
ruption to all children that “ go in thereat.” Itis an indict- 
able offence before the courts. And is it a virtue to be al- 


ways silent in regard to this demoralizing nuisance? shall silence 


be the perpetual sign of approbation? Let parents consider the 
shameful evil, and with united voice of condemnation, seize 
their broad axe, chisels, saws, (and jire ifneed be,) and begin 
aveform. Then ye districts, if anywhere, “the plague is stay- 
ed,” send to the “ house of correction” the first booby detected 
in repeating the offence. And ye fathers, is it not your prov- 
ince, so to train your sons by precept and ecample at home, that 
they may feel some regard for moral decency abroad, especially 
at the school-house. 


! 


J. HALL, 
Sup. Sch. Committee of Chesteryield. 
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